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Third Base-

manHasHardest
Job of All Infield
Positions, Errors
Being Marked
Against Him
After He Really
Has Done Won-
derful W ork.
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rush forward to eal t st off t
bBidt, or el DHRck gulckly PN » pull down
the Badl if it is nod ol
I e earn darh 40 o8 the right-field stands
spihed shopes
If he can =thne fd ro=h of the Lase

ner on his way home and show no fear of th

and enteh the hurd foul flios

If he can think quickly and not hecome con
fused when the hases are filled and he flelds o
bunt—

Then he has the mikings of o good third bose
man

Third base i= the
tlona to play, and
must have il mental
tions of the other lufielders in a
nounced degree third
and far between; alwavs have been and alwavs
will be.

Golng back aftér the bunt, felding and throw-
ing It 1o the proper place In the shortest possi-
ble time, In the chief business of the third base-
man. He must have n good palr of hands. must
be quick on his feot, and must never become
“rattled.”

The ball 1= hit to third base harder than any
other part of the Infleld. At zecond nnd short
the ball has lost some of (ts force, but at third
it Is almost as hord as the moment It leaves
the bat. If the third boseman cannot selze It
he must make an attempt to “knock it down,"”
Many times he succeeds, and quite oftan, If he
doean’t recover It In time to make the pley at
first, he Is charged with an error, whieh Is one
of the penaltles of playing the position.

The intellligent third baseman—the one who
studles the game—knows ns do the other fleld-
ers, out and In, how to play for the different
batters. But In the cnse of the first or second
bageman or tha shortstop there la more thme to
change one's position than at third base, At the
Intter station the flelder plays In the position
where the batter shonld shoot the ball But, o=
18 well known. the good batier s the one who
can send tho ball “whers they aln't,” and be-
cause of the speed of the ball the third base-
man has little time to shift position

It I= In the bunting proposition, however, that
the third bascman must be skilled. When he
plays in for the bunt he knows the batter (s go-
ing to try to knock the ball paat him. When he
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ool basemen are few

Plays back he knows the Lutter In soma ciroum-
stances is golng to Lry for a buut. It is up o the
flelder to run hurriedly Luck on o bunt, and
that in the real test fur the iird-sacker, He
must know the bunting zame, and to know this
be must know each individual batter, and, he-
&ldes this knowledge, he must have the phyaleal
qualificatione necessary to Laok it up

Of courss, he has the longest throws of wns
pliyer in the infield. and for that res=on speed
Rnd @ccurncy are necessary, He has more foul

« files to go after than any other Inflelder,

And then thers ls tha question of base run-
ners, When a runner gets past second he Is go-
Ing to take more desperaie chances than he
would striving to reach first or =econd. The
fieldor has many throws to Like from the out-
«Beld while he {8 trying to plock the runner com
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BAKER, YANMTEES.

from belng aplked
Looking over the lufield, 1t
man who must fi

Is the third base-
!¢ the real bombardment

The greatest of all third bamemen, past or
present. was Jimmy Collins, who w ked with
the Hed X for ten yoeors retiring ¢lght or
nine ydirs ugo There Is none today who can
equil him .

Colling wns fast as Hghtning
derful palr of hands, He
hunt and then tear huck ti

ind had o won-
could

his

rush In for u

base in case of

an attempted dotibile steal, or o hit and run
uetter than any one else before or since He
Wis the perfection of grace in his Nelding anad,

ndded to thils, he was n heavy
Arthur Dievlin of

LAV L o

the Glants wnas

vnuther

great third baseman, ns wns B Bradley of
Cleveland and Bl Nush of the Boston Braves,
ull of them being rangy angl able to.cover much
ground Others of the past goneration of \

ers whoe ranke among Lhe best weore Tum
Burns of the Cubs, Jer Drenny of Plutsburgh
and St. Louis, and George Davis John Me-
Graw wns i third buse an; but he never shones
A8 a4 star felder, prineipall bncnuse he had

& poor palr of hands
Larry Gardner of the Boston Sux consldered

e Upst of present-day
ninth last
his league in fiolding, according to the officlal

third basemen ranked
year among the third basemen of

figures, but a players ability cannot be gauged
Acturately by figuros alone. He played In 134

Enmes, hod 134 put-outs, 227 uesists, made 28
wrrars and had o telding averdge of 938
Malzel of New York Worked dn 134 Eumes,

had 184 put-outs, 423 asslsts, made 26 errors

and his felding average was 040, On the fnce
of the figures he Is the more valuabla fielder,
but he Is not generally go regarded.

Vitt, the only other third baseman in the
league, who played the position all Lhrough the
seawon and who ranks above them In standing,
was In 131 games, had 191 put-outs, 224 asdluts

and made 19 errors, for s fielding average of
64,
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Austin
play

Wiy the only other third baseman to
more than 100 games last SEANOn In 141
kames he handled 188 put-outs, mada 2064 as-
sints, 41 errors, and his averagoe was 917

in the Natlonal League elght third
pinyed In thin' 100 goarmes Helne
led these with u fNelding averngs of 969 for
Eames In which he put-onuts,
olsts and 14 played in
Hamep,
rars,

basemen

more

Groh
111
280 ns-
105
usninla and 2 er-

Labert, In 103

i
arrurs, Byrne
made 95 put-outs 181
for an nv erage of 90p,
Kames, made 109 put-outs, 152 and 16
Smith of 167 games, made
put-auts, arrors and aver-

nnnlsts
orrors Boston, in
Lo wnnists 26

agail 947, Baird of Plttsburgh, Iln 120 games,
made 42 pul-outs, 226 nssists, 24 errors and
avernged 930, Phelan of the Cubs, In 110

Eidmes, made 136 put-outs, 203 assists, 22 er-
rors and averaged .939. Hetzel, who played 106
games, for the Cardinals while Beck was dis-
abled, had 106 put-outs, 221 assiste, made 22
errors and averaged 937,

In the Federnl League there were but four
third sackeras who played In more than 100
gamex Jast season. Of these, Mowrey was the
lesder, playing in 151 gnmes, making 176 put-
ouls, 271 assists, 19 errors and averaging .950
Mcllechnle of Newark played in 117 games,
made 182 put-outs, 226 sasists, 19 errors and
averaged .006. Walsh of Baltimore and St
Louls, played In 116 games, mode 137 put-outs,
199 anslita, 23 errors and avernged .936. Holt
of Brooklyn played in 110 games, made 163
put-outs, 32 arrors and averaged 027,

Heinle Zimmerman 1s o poor tnird baseman
for the reason he becomes confused too often
Just at the time when the third baseman
should have all hls wits about him. It is his
worst fault. He figlds falrly well, has & fair
throwing arm. ix fast Kkolng after fouls, snd If
he could malntain his control at eritical
munts, he would he a falr third baseman.
vilue to his club Ix In hix hitting and basa

mo-
Hin
min-

ning

Tohn Franklln Baker 15 a poor thied
man, but he makes up for his lack of quality
In flelding Yy hls heavy slugging

Miko Mowrey Is a beautirul flelder,
sald his fault 1s a sort of don't
of playing the sack at times He coters a
world of ground and alwaya excellant
Judgment In playing for the various Latters

MeKeochnie, who played with the Federals
and was obtained by the Gilants thia spring, is
a zood flelder, but not an extracrdinary one

The chief value of Vitt of Datroit {s his hit-
ting abllity and not his felding.

Malgol's chlef value Is In running bascs,

Austin of the Browns Ia unusually good on
fiy balls, hut is bad on ground balls,

Connle Mack, last senson, tried to make a
third baseman of Schang, but falled.  Third
baseman are born, not made

Wagner of Pittshurgh is a wonderful third
baseman, but It has been years since he played
the positlon. His great palr of handa and his
speed were great nssets In fielding this sack

Bobby Byrne of the Fhillles s auick and has
& good throwlng arm, but his hands are not as
Eood as they should be, and he 18 hardly henyy
enough for the position

Zinn Beck of the Cardinals has the grentest
throwing arm of any third baseman In the
game. He can Kriock down a liner, chase It
about und thon his rifle-like throw to first will
mnke the fastest runner appear slow.  In & re-
cent game In Pittshurgh, Carey, first man up,
tripled. The next thres batters bunted to Beck.
He flelded ench bunt porfectly, held Carey at
third on each occcaslon and made the throws
to first In time to catch each runner. This ls
nbout as near perfection as one 1= linble to ses
under such clreumstances

Helne froh., Getz, Phelun and Smith of Bos-
ton wre among some of tho third hasemen wha
ars mera valuable in the offensive part of the
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Cire manner

Usas

Bombardment.

Eame than on the defenalve
Chorley Deal,. who
ton Bruves In 1514,
Federals, and Is
fiir third baseman
smart,

played third for the Bos-
then Jumped to tho St Louls
now with the Browns, I= a
He is still a yvoungster, is
and In a few years should aequire the
Dolish necessary to a finlshed third baseman
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R UNNING the bases is the most speclaculas
. Part of a Lall game and is more fasc|nat-
ing than the mere l;Iouiin{.; oul hits., It doesn't
taks any vast amount of braing to hit the ball
Some of our most prominent sluggers are not
overburdened with brains, but It does take a
high order of Intelllgence and good bassbintl
SONS0 L0 run the bases correctly. And |t s on
tho bases where a Ercat player shows his trua
worth.

That Is where Ty Cobb shinew
foremost, of course,

First anq
ho Is o great natural hit-
ter, but it Is his keen Judgment and msense in
running the bases thut makes him the moat
spectacular player of the dny. The proper dis-
tance to take off first or second base with vi-
rlous pitchers and varjous intields is one of
ths most important points in running the bases.
There are some {nflelds which bhecoma “rat-
tled" the moment one or more men get on tlis
bases. And this condition of mind often Spréeads
to the pitcher, espac Lally: if he be u Youngsier
ar a ternperamental performer The runnor

may
COnX any number of throws from 1the Pitoher
to the aseman, with thas nape that the ball

may be thrown away, and this is often done,

P s,
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The wise Gake runner, who Kkriows the vie
rious pitchers and hhs learned (o study
actlonn can goenecally tell beforn the ball leaves
his hands If he is golng to throw to the Lass
to nab the runner Some pitchers telegriph
this Information 1o advance, and when thoe
runner knows how W take the message ho s

anabled to take a longor lead off the bnss thag
he would otherwine
There

aro any number of players Who mnlke
up by intelligence thelr lack of =peed In run-
wing the basds, and thess will often steal Mmore
bivdes than the swiliter runner who hasn't the
raine
———

RUSSELL. BLACKBUKNE is one of tha
R baseball performeoers who, it woulil Lfipear,
e meant 1o shine 1 the minor leagues, hut
Who cilh never muake goodl in fuster basebal
I'he White Sox recently turned Blackburne
ever o Toronto, bur Blackhnrne hns  seated

that he intends Lo enter bpusiness and qQuit tha

In 1MW he

war the bright star of the minors.
playing on the Frovidence team under Hugh
Duly Tho White Sox pald a large sum for
m, and the following year 1 made n poop
showing In the American Longue Ho later
hurt his konee and was out of the game for
nearly w venr He was then sent to the Mit.
wiukeo club ond sgaln put up a sensational
performance, which won hfm another trinl in
the mojors,

But lust vear he fhiled to show anything
vith' the White Sox Some persons =ald 1 was
lick of nerve. It may not be that, but there
are certiin plavers who just ecan’t play when

they get in the majors, wheren
veaters in the

they are world-

mjinonra,
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LANIK, Coombs and Sender, that great tris
developed by Connle Mack will ba watehed
With considerable Interest this year Plank, Inat
Year with the St. Louls Federals, led that leaguo
In efMuient pitching. It remains to he seen what
he will do this year back In the Amerlcan
league. It was in 1901 that Plank jolned the
Athletics. and he was of the great
ures of ‘the greatest feam ever gathered
gether in the history of the EiLme.
to the Federals in the fall of 1014,
Bender

one ng=
Lo

He jumped

lolned the Athletles three vears later,
and Connie Mack, with the xid of Mike Pow-
ars, worked patiently with the Indian until he
bocame & great pitoher. But even after that he
sorely tried his manager in more ways than
dender jumped to the Baltimore Federnls
time FPlank Jumped to the St. Louls
Last year towurd the end of the sum-

was given his unconditional release.
Otto’ Knaboe found the task of trying to man-
age the Indlan bevond him.

This vear the Indlan will play with the Phil-
Hes, Tt depends on Wimself whether he pitches
kool ball. Ho (s still a great pitcher und ho
Is one of the greatest stratogists in haseball.
If he keeps In condition he will help the Phil-
lles wonderfully,

Coombs' great trouble formerly wns lack of
confidence in himself, but he gradually out-
ETew this. He was given hls releass by the
Athletics more than a year ago after an ill-
ness of nearly two years. He slgned with the
Brooklyn Nationals last fall and did falrly good
work There are many who think he will pull
A come-back this season.
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To Jessie B.
WIIIL;E ?'outh and beauty are essen-
1al,
To enter in the movie race,
Just being sweet and ornamental
s not enough to win a Dplace,
You must have braing as well a8
beauty,
And wit and comliness of form.
A willingness for any duty,

And nerve to weather any storm.
It you 're endowed by Mother Nature
~With all these attributes of famne,
You are indeed a happy ereature,

And fit to enter any game.
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